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We wishall offriendsnear and faia veryHappy New Yeéar
A reflectionof USATOWX in2018

On January 20, 2018 a group of USATOWA members got
together for a fun afternoon of tug of war.

Larrn@ experienceand dedicaion will be greatly missed

Bill Gallaghecoach of D@ TOWC was selected to the ptisn of
InternationalRepresentate. Bill hal the pasition of Minnesota
RepregntativeandwasPresident of USATOWA1890¢ 92.
Welcome




'— PresidentRichardson atteneld the TWIF Congress in Cork Ireland in
April 2018

First pullof the outdoorTug of War season was held in Elko
MN. Mt Vernon menvon all three weight classes that were
pulled on May 19. We had anuch drier year tha 2017!!

Greeley 1Alune 16, 2018as the secondtop o the year. Seven wajht
classes were competed that dailt Vernon won the M640k and
M720k. D@ won the M580kandthe Mixed Open. Greeley won the
M560k 600k Open and the Wom&open. ltwas a fun dayn lowa!

June 23 found us in Footvill&Vl competing at the Patriot Days. Our ground \aasit endy, but the teams enjoyed the
great workout in tke sand orthe one end. We competed witsixpersonteams. Mt Vernon won botHirst and second
place in thed50K Openas well as the 480Rpen and 5400pen. D@ won 507k and the Mixed clasthe mixed class
saw a tie forsecond place and three ends were pulfedthe win for Oregon. The samuifinitely wasa fador for all!
Looking forwad to Footville Patriot days in 2019!!

July 7" found us back at Mditello W\, the first time in a number
of years! MtVernon won theO600k M580k, M640kand M720k.

DX TOVC wonthe M580 as well as the womerRowertrain won
the M560kfor the day. It was great to be back in Monticello!!
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NationalsJuly 212018¢c Monroe WI

Green County FaiColony Bragis and the Mt Vernon TO®@/sponsored our yearly eviein Monroe Wlon July 21. The
daystarted with the MCTWTlass. e secondplaceteam outweighedthe third-placeteam by over 200 kiloand the
first placeby over 100 kilds Real Ctwt teams!!Mt Vernon won theCTWTas well as thé1560k,M640k andv720k.
The womei® weight classes00k 540k and VETWTwere won by D@ aswell as theU23 weight class.Muddy River
took first, third and fourth placen the novice 600k Themixed class was won by the Oregon TOVVharks to our
spansors for ths greatevent!!

2018 Rudy Kopp Scholarship winnerayden DeGross,
Rebecca Herweg and Tyler Gallagher. Riappshares
his thoughs on the importance of educationThanks to
the teams who Blp sponsor thisionor as well aRudy!!

Tug Fest 201®as held August 11th between the two cities of Port Byron lllinois and LeClaire lowa. Both sides of the
river sponsored eleven teams. This year the coveted eagle trophy was won by lllinois 8 to 3 matches. This was the 32r
year for the event. The teams of 20 members each pull Z860 680pound rope across the Mississippi river. The river

is shut down to river traffic for three hours for the event. Congratulations to all the USATOWA members who took part
in this fun even



RyanlA ¢ August25" Ryan is a greaittle town about 15
minutessouth of Mantiester IA. We pulled onsoftball
field first base line The ground was good. ®Wwonthe
M560k Mt Vernon won the 600k aggn as well as 640k
open andM 680kandM580k. Wedidn®have agreat turn
out of teams, but the competition was great for all that
attended.

40" USATOWA Anniversary

The40" Anniversary wagelebrated by the members of USATOWA as well as teams from Northern Ireland,
BritishColumbia and Ontarioadada. The weather was a huge fadtoplanning and competing thevent.
Madison W was experiencind00-yearflood, daysdheforethe event Our site wasafeas long it did@rain!
Saturdaywe finished the day withaugetting wet,but Saturdaynightit rained and ouigrounds werevery wet

for Sunday. We managed to getttee end of the dayon Sundayefore theskies @ened up. Oursponsors

for the event were Clony Brands, Dave Jones PlumbhMgsconsin Distributerand MadisorArea Sports
Commission A dinner for over 200 people was served and awavdee given to the teamsWe also

recognized the men who txeeled to Irebnd forUSATOWR first World Championships of Tug of War.



